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FROM THE EDITOR 
 

On what was forecast to be the last bright day before the magazine deadline, I went 
for a quick walk  to get a photograph for the cover and was struck as I looked over 
Debenham by the contrast of the peace and safety here and the events in Israel and 
Gaza that are causing such unimaginable suffering and thought how lucky we are. 
That comfort was then shattered in its own way on Friday with what the weather 
dealt us and the unprecedented flooding that overwhelmed the village. I recall the 
flood of October 1993 and intended to mention that anniversary in this magazine, but 
what we were met with on  Friday by far surpassed what happened thirty years ago. 
How the village rose to the challenge was incredible; local farmers, the Leisure Centre, 
councillors, the Coop and residents generally looking out for each other.  There are 
clearly lots of issues to be addressed when we  have dried out and begin to take 
stock. My thoughts are with all those clearing up the mess, trying to dry out their 
homes and belongings and counting the cost. We still have a lot to be thankful for 
compared with some parts of the world but never know what is going to be sent to 
test us. The climate crisis is making our lives less predictable and action is needed 
urgently, that said, our contributor on p45 gives an interesting perspective on the 
situation. 

On a positive note, there are changes afoot in Debenham that will enrich lives: the 
recreation ground off Aspal Road is experiencing a transformation, the plans for 
which are featured on the centre pages. Work has started and new equipment is 
already being enjoyed. A big thank you to the Parish Council for making this possible. 

Please note that next month’s magazine covers December and January so if you’re 
planning events for  early next year that you would like to publicise please send the 
information by 21st November. 

Hoping everyone stays safe and dry. 

DEBENHAM PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

Editor &  Business Advertising:  
Jan Rutherford, 17 Chancery Lane Debenham, IP14 6RN 

Tel 07711823309 
Please send copy to: debenhammagazine@btinternet.com 

 

Business Advertising: Richard Blackwell 
Tel 01728  861815 or email: richard.blackwell99@outlook.com 

 
Distribution & Subscription Coordinator: Joy Walton Tel.01728 860007 

 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten or modify items without notice. 

The inclusion of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute an endorsement  
of a product or service by either the Editor or the Debenham Parochial Church Council. 

 

DEADLINE for the December/January Magazine 
Tuesday  21st November 2023 

(Tuesday 14th November for Business Advertising) 

Jan 
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Debenham Shed  
As a trial until Christmas, we are opening all day Friday, from 
10am to 5pm. Our Craft Days for the rest of 2023 are as 
follows, on Saturdays  from 10am to 2pm. Please book in 
advance at events@debenhamshed.org.uk or telephone contacts below.  

18th November: Provisional activities are Christmas decorations, baubles, 
Christmas cards and candle making 

2nd December: Christmas wreaths and wood turning 

For more details look at our website (details below, see Events and Projects) 

Accessibility has now been improved to our composting toilet by a concrete 
ramp and handrails, funded from our MSDC Councillor’s locality budget. Also we 
have received a grant from Thrive Renewables (who run large wind turbines at 
Eye) for insulation and heaters in our new extension. As part of their Community 
Benefit Programme they are running free Energy Essentials Training webinars, 
which anyone can join: 

Wednesday 25 October, 12-1.15pm: Fuel poverty awareness and basic energy 
advice 

Wednesday 22 November, 6-7.15pm: Community approaches to tackling fuel 
poverty 

Thursday 18 January, 11am-12.15pm: Energy efficiency in your community 
building 

See www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/thrive-renewables-
community-benefit-programme for more details and to book.  

We now have a “pay as you go” membership option for those who can’t come 
regularly: £10 p.a. plus £1.50 per session. You can join online on the website.  

Debenham Shed is at 2 Fields Farm, Low Road (IP14 6BJ). We are open on Monday mornings 9am-
12pm, Fridays 10am-5pm and normally the second Saturday morning of each month.  
Chairman: Rob Davies 07952 556152 Treasurer: Tony Hutt 07906 614328. Visit our website at 
www.debenhamshed.org.uk (sign up to newsletters on the Contact page) Email 
info@debenhamshed.org.uk . Like our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DebenhamShed.  

What is Debenham Shed? A place to make things by yourself, with guidance or with others. 
It could be in metal, cloth, wood or plastic. We have lots of tools and sourcing materials. 
You may want to repair or make new—the limit is your imagination. It is also for social 
connecting and friendship building, sharing skills and knowledge, and of course a lot of 
laughter. Debenham shed is open to all adults. 

mailto:events@debenhamshed.org.uk
http://www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/thrive-renewables-community-benefit-programme
http://www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/thrive-renewables-community-benefit-programme
http://www.debenhamshed.org.uk
mailto:info@debenhamshed.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/DebenhamShed
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 graham moore 

electrical ltd 
Blacksmiths Cottage, Silver Street, 

Old Newton Ip14 4HF 
For all your electrical needs 

For a friendly & efficient service 
Call Graham on  

01449 616946          07867560357 
FREE ESTIMATES        ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Mid Suffolk Healing Rooms in Debenham 
The Healing Rooms meetings will be held on the 

3rd Sunday of each month at URC, Chancery Lane, 
Debenham, IP14 6RN, from 6pm to 8pm (drop in 

between those hours). 
Contact Sarah Lander  

07934 984657 
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Lofty and Dave by Min Marshall  
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MONDAY TO FRIDAY  7AM  - 5:30PM 

               SATURDAY  7AM  - 1PM 
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Forge Community Church 
We meet in Debenham Sports and Leisure Centre at 10.30am every Sunday 

November 2023: Investigating Jesus   

How do we know there’s anything to the story of 
Jesus? And why is he worth following? These are 
important to know because the credibility of Chris-
tianity rises or falls on the identity of a single indi-
vidual – Jesus.  If you’re considering, reconsidering, 
or un-considering Christianity, there’s really just 
one fundamental question to wrestle with. The 
question isn’t: Does God exist? or Is the Bible true? The question to wrestle with is… “Is 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John a reliable account of actual events?” 
Week 1 5th November Somebody Had to Tell It      

Week 2 12th November Pre-game       

Week 3 19th November Lifetime Invitation  

Week 4 26th November Redefining Terms 

Fire and Ice Challenge – 10th & 11th November 
We’re offering you the opportunity to step out of your 
comfort zone and do something truly extraordinary, by 
learning new skills and all whilst raising money for charity! 
You really can plunge yourself into ice cold water and/or 
walk over a bed of hot coals; we have professionals on 
hand to teach you how! 
Fire and Ice is a joint fundraising venture between the 
Forge Community Church and The Blossom Charity. 
Choose one, or both, to experience this ultimate, empow-
ering challenge which will take place at Debenham Com-
munity Centre.  www.forgechurch.com/challenge 

Online at www.live.forgechurch.com @4pm or on catch up  
Also available on YouTube (@ForgeChurch)  
and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/forgechurchuk  
 

We also run a full kids & youth programme each Sunday at 10.30am. 

Tots Street (0-3’s), Little Village (pre school), Uptown Kids (yr1-5), Transit (Yr6-8)  

Motion (Yr 9-13) meet 6pm-8pm at Stonham Baptist Church (on A140).   
 

NB: Kids’ Material is also online at www.youtube.com/@forgekids5376 
 
 

www.forgechurch.com · 01449 710437 · info@forgechurch.com 
The Old Chapel · Forward Green · Stowmarket · IP14 5HP 
Facebook/Twitter/YouTube/Instagram @forgechurchuk 

http://www.forgechurch.com/challenge
http://www.live.forgechurch.com
https://www.facebook.com/forgechurchuk
http://www.youtube.com/@forgekids5376
mailto:info@forgechurch.com
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Woodfarm Business Centre, 
Stonham Aspal, IP6 9TH 

Quality Plants ● Garden Essentials ● Animal Feeds 

Bird Feed Refills Delivery Service 

01449 711103 
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Debenham History Society - Lecture 
Season 2023/2024 (more dates to follow) 

Tuesday 7th November 2023  
THIS EVENT IS NOW SOLD OUT 
The Debenham Dig 
The annual Knowland Memorial Lecture, presented by Len Middleton from 
the Cambridge Archaeological Unit presents the final results of the 
archaeological dig carried out in the village in 2022. The talk details the 
approach, the technology used and the artefacts found and what these tell us 
of earlier life on this site. This session is free to all but ticketed.  Please 
contact debenhamhistorysociety@hotmail.com for details. 
 

Tuesday 5th December 2023 
The History of Longbows and Arrows 
Professional bow maker, Willy Rackham, details the history of longbows and 
arrows. A selection of bows and arrows will be on display to support this talk. 
 

Tuesday 9th January 2024 
The Great Thorpe Railway Disaster 1874: Heroes, Victims, Survivors 
Phyllida Scrivens provides a unique account of the events that led to head-on 
collision between two Victorian steam trains outside of Norwich and explores 
the personalities and lives involved, including the 27 victims. 
 

Tuesday 6th February 2024 
Voices from the Workhouse – Memories of a Suffolk Workhouse 
Janette Robinson’s talk is based on the memoirs written by a lady in her 90s, 
on growing up in the Wickham Market Workhouse.  The talk looks at this 
family during their time in the workhouse and after leaving. 
 

Tuesday 5th March 2024 
Celebrating Suffolk Women 
Sarah Doig’s will look at the fascinating lives of the county’s heroines, 
including Suffolk artists, suffragettes, medical pioneers, dare-devils and 
writers. 
 

Tuesday 9th April 2024 
The Unique Vernacular Architecture of North Suffolk 
John Walker, architectural historian, details the unique architectural styles 
and building techniques to be found in North Suffolk. 
 

Tuesday 7th May 2024 
Orlando Whistlecraft - Suffolk Weather Prophet 
Kevin Pulford tells of the life and work of Suffolk born, Victorian weather 
predictor Orlando Whistlecraft.  
 
Location:   The Long Room, Debenham Vet Practice, 1 Cherry Tree 
     Lane, Debenham    
Commencing:  7.30pm unless otherwise listed   
Cost:    £3 per session for members and visitors 
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For All Your 

Household & Gardening Needs 
Serving The Community  

For Over 300 Years 
 

Open every day 

Mon - Sat  9am - 5.30pm     Sun - 10am - 4pm 

 
HARDWARE 

Est1707 
01728 860254 
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Debenham Living Advent Calendar 2023 
 
   
    
If you would like to create a window to be included in 
the 2023 Living Advent Calendar please contact Ann or 
Louise at: 

                                               
debenhaml.a.c@gmail.com 

 
Before 22nd November 
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Alfie Carpenter 11.10.1989 - 20.6.2023 

 

Alfie Carpenter, our beautiful son, but also very much a child of this 
village. A village our family moved to when Alfie was 4 and a village that 
really shaped his character and the life he chose and loved living. A village 
and countryside around it that he drew and painted throughout his life. 

Those of you at the Celebration of his life will have heard the stories of the 
ridiculous things he got up to in and around Debenham with his friends as 
a child. How lucky was he to have such good friends right on his doorstep? 
How lucky to be able to have fun walking to and from school with his 
mates. The warmth, security and kindness of Debenham gave him the 
opportunity to have so much independence growing up, and from that 
independence came great joy at being out and about in the village.  And 
he never lost that love of and deep connection to Debenham and its 
surroundings. 

We can’t thank the village enough for giving him that, and also for the 
incredible support it has given all our family throughout these really tough 
last 18 months. The cakes, flowers, cards and meals that have appeared on 
our doorstep have all been greatly appreciated, as have the kind words, 
practical help and the love.  

Thank you Debenham.  

Kate, Mike and family XX 
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TankChange Ltd 
 

Suppliers & Installers 
of Oil Tanks 

 

Family Business with  
Over 40 Years Experience 

Steel & Plastic Oil Tanks available 
Fully Insured OFTEC Registered 

Engineers. 
 

Telephone: 01449 781210 
(Out of hours: 01449 781498) / 

Mobile: 07899 898720 
Email: Ter-

ry@TankChange.co.uk 
 

Visit our website @: 
www.TankChange.co.uk 

 

Discounts available to parish 
magazine readers 
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Friends of Debenham Library 

At the auction in October of PAWS-itivity labradors, Suffolk 
Libraries raised around £24,000 which will help our 45 libraries in 
Suffolk running (plus mobiles). The Friends successfully bid for 
Leopardor by local artist Lily Hammond’s, which will be on display in Debenham 
Library and may even follow us around at other local events!  

Books, DVDs, WiFi, Computers, Printing/photocopying/scanning,  CDs and 
audiobooks, downloadable films/music/audiobooks/ebooks, free reservations. The 
room is available for hire outside opening hours. 
School Corner, Debenham IP14 6PL (next to the Primary School).   

Opening hours: 
Tuesday:  0930 am – 1300 pm  Wednesday :  1500  – 1930 pm 
Saturday:  0900 am – 1300 pm  Sunday:  1200 – 1600 pm 

Tel: 01728 861940      www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/visit/locations-and-times/
debenham-library 
Facebook: DebenhamLibraryAndFriends        Email: 
debenham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk 

Did you know….? 
As it’s getting colder now, Warm Spaces resumes in all 
Suffolk Libraries, and in Debenham hot drinks are 
available.  

Debenham & District Garden Club 
15th November  

Garland Demonstration by Robbins Flowers 
Meetings comprise a variety of talks and outings which are usually held on the 
third Wednesday of the month at Coopersfield, Aspall Road, Debenham at 7.30pm 
unless there is an outing when details will be specified (no meetings August and 
January) 
Membership fee: £20 per annum. Guests £5.00per meeting – includes 
refreshments. Just arrive on the evening or contact: Fiona Reid on 01728 860479 
or Ann Evans on 07857680877 for further information. 

mailto:debenham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk
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All Souls’ Day 2023 
Invitation to our annual Service of Remembering 

Thursday 2nd November 7pm 
Debenham Church 

 
For hundreds of years All Souls’ Day has been a time when people have 
remembered their loved ones who have died. In our church and in the 
Benefice of Debenham & Helmingham we continue that tradition.  
During the day of 2nd November Debenham church will remain open (as 
usual) for those who wish to spend a quiet time in reflection or prayer in 
remembrance of their loved one(s). There are votive candles which you 
are welcome to use in the side chapel.  
On the evening of Thursday 2nd November, at 7pm, we have an All Souls’ 
service in Debenham church and we would like to take this opportunity 
to warmly invite you to the service. During the service we read aloud the 
names of those we know of who have died in the past year whilst 
candles are lit for each person. Other names requested by families and 
loved ones will also be read out. There will also be music and prayers at 
the service. If you would like a name, or names, read aloud, or simply a 
candle quietly lit in memory of a loved one, please do let us know, 
regardless of whether or not you are able to be at the service. 
Please be assured of our on-going prayers and good wishes for all who 
are bereaved and if you would like a member of the Ministry Team to 
contact you please do let Rev’d Susan know.  
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Oak Corner 
Garden Care 

All garden work 
undertaken 

With over 30 years service as a 
Head Greenkeeper and 
qualifications in all aspects of 
the garden. Fully insured. 
Call me today for a no obligation 
quotation and any reference 
requirements 

Alan Sutcliffe 
07795 368768 

alan.sutcliffe33@gmail.com 

DK Appliances is your answer to an experienced 
domestic appliance retailer and repairs specialist  

 
 

Appliance repairs & sale of new & 
reconditioned appliances 

 
 

 

DK Appliances, 
Finbows Yard, Station Road, Bacton, IP14 4NH 
Phone: 01449 780398 
Email: dkappliances@yahoo.co.uk 

  DK  Appliances Ltd 

mailto:dkappliances@yahoo.co.uk


 23 

 

EARLY BIRD CHRISTMAS 
MARKET 

 
St ANDREW’S CHURCH AND SCHOOLROOM @ 

WINSTON 
IP14 6LG 

contact Kate: cmcbranch@btinternet.com 
 

ORIGINAL ARTWORK & 
GIFTS 

 
POTTERY  *  crafts 

 
STAINED 

GLASS 
 

JEWELLERY        
TEXTILES 

 
TEA, COFFEE, HOMEMADE CAKES 

RAFFLE AND MORE 
 

 

SATURDAY 18th NOVEMBER  
11am – 3pm 

 
FREE ENTRY & PARKING 
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FRESH, LOCALLY 
GROWN PRODUCE 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 
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Hello Debenham Village! We would like to introduce ourselves as 
a new feature in your monthly magazine. We are called Beyond 
The Wall and we are a charity that supports adults with additional 
needs in the walled garden at Thornham walks. You may have 
seen some of our plants for sale in the village on Low Road before 
during the summer and especially during 2020 lockdown. You may even have some 
of the plants in your garden now!  
We are going to be writing in the magazine each month with ideas on what you 
need to do in your garden that month and let you know more about what we have 
been doing in the garden too.  
With the weather changing and becoming much wetter we have been trying to do 
lots of dry jobs such as taking cuttings of plants and splitting herbaceous plants and 
potting these up this month. Some of the things we have been taking cuttings of 
have been herbs and you could try this at home too all you need is some compost, a 
nice warm space and a pair of scissors to take your cuttings.  
We have also been hiding inside the kitchen making cakes for our small café which is 
open Wednesday and Thursday 10am-2pm. We have also made plum, greengage 
and raspberry jam, lots of tomato chutney and today we have made medlar and 
quince jellies! If you like the sound of any of these then you can pop into our small 
shop on site Monday-Friday 9am-3pm.  
Beyond The Walls Top Tips this November: This garden in the month we 
recommend: getting your garlic and onion sets into the ground, removing any old 
plants and vegetables such as runner beans and pruning back plants that have 
finished flowering but not before collecting the seed heads for free plants next year. 
We suggest that you leave your sunflower plants in the ground so that the birds can 
enjoy the seeds just like all the blue tits here at Beyond The Wall! We also 
recommend thinking about what you are going to be topping your vegetable beds 
with next year such as mushroom compost and ordering all your seeds, there are 
lots of great deals on at the moment too!  
We look forward to sharing more of our story with you and our top tips. 
 

From all the team 
at Beyond The 
Wall.  
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
DEBENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

On Monday 10th July 2023, the Chairman of the Allotment Committee, the 
Debenham Parish Clerk, and an Allotment Tenant attended a live BBC Radio 
Suffolk interview, at the allotment site in Debenham, with Reporter Mr Matt 
Marvell. 
During this live interview, a number of allegations were made by an Allotment 
Tenant against the Parish Council. These and other allegations have also been 
widely shared with members of the public.  
All allegations have been fully investigated. The Debenham Parish Council 
strongly refutes them as they have all been evidenced to the contrary. The 
Allotment Tenant in question was provided with this irrefutable evidence on 
the 15th of July 2023, and again on the 27th of September 2023. 
The Debenham Parish Council fully supports the Chair of the Allotment 
Committee and the Parish Clerk’s due diligence and professionalism.  
This matter has been very time-consuming, which ultimately affects our 
taxpayers, therefore the Parish Council considers this matter formally closed. 

Debenham United Reformed Church News 

Debenham United Reformed Church would like to thank ALL who 
supported us at our “COME AND SEE” Open Weekend and Gift Day 
Celebrations on September 30th and October 1st. 

We were amazed at the generous Giving to the Saturday Celebrations and to the 
Donated Amount to our Gift Day. 

We are very pleased to say that £1005 was raised on the Saturday and the Gift 
Donations came to £7290. 

This marvellous sum means that our EXCITING Building and Renovation Project 
can now move at a pace. This means the NEAR future will see our 

Church move on to GREATER things in God’s Glory. 

ALLELUIA!! 
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Top Live Music at our Community Centre 

We’re hosting our fourth special gig of the year on November 17 when The Gray 
Project graces the stage. They are an 8 piece powerhouse, a contrast to the first 
three more folk based evenings, fantastic though those gigs were! 
Live music is amazing and having top musicians just up the road means no 
travelling and you can embrace the bar without worrying! Don’t be tempted to 
stay at home watching Children in Need, just donate before you set off out. Ticket 
details on the poster. Alternatively you can buy from DS&L reception, phone on 
861101, or just turn up on the night if you decide last minute. 
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Recreation Ground Play Equipment Update 

In 2019 a group of parents approached the Parish Council to ask for better play 
provision for the children of the village. 
In 2021 a comprehensive play strategy had been produced, it looked at the 
different types of play by age, it looked at why children play, it also looked at the 
importance of out door play. 
6 months ago we on the play strategy working group looked at this report and 
decided it needed to become a reality.  
We asked permission of the council to develop a survey on play which would be 
circulated through the Roundabout nursery, the middle school and high school,  
The survey asked, how far do parents travel to for their children`s play needs, it 
asked for a list of the most popular play equipment, it also asked if they would use 
gym and fitness equipment if it was installed. The results were very 
comprehensive and very positive and a lot from the high school were very funny. 
One request was for the old green spinney thing to be repaired .............It has 
been and is being very well used. 
Once we had an idea of what equipment we already had and what was needed to 
make our play area as good if not better than the ones parents were travelling to, 
we asked several suppliers to come along to look at the site and quote for 
installing new equipment and also replacing the old soft pour which is now badly 
worn. 
We have had meetings with several departments from Mid Suffolk, planning, 
public realm, environmental and funding. 
We have at last come up with a list of equipment for the play and fitness areas. 
There will be 2 shelters, a wooden shelter with seating, a metal youth shelter, an 
inclusive roundabout, a log stack, a trim trail, an inclusive basket swing, a log 
swing, a zip wire, a 5 a  side football pitch, a toddler play unit, a very large play 
unit for up to 13 s, 2 inclusive picnic tables, our very own castle on the hill and a 
large multi generational gym. 
Some will be installed very soon, the rest will be installed in the spring.  
Dreams can come true. 

 

John Sweet 
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The Plan... 
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The Progress... 
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The Hoppit Steering Group are launching a 2024 calendar to raise the profile of 
this much appreciated village amenity, as well as raise some funds. We no longer 
receive grants and to maintain and develop the wood, so we need some regular 
income.  
We have put together, from our own collections, photos of the wood and lake at 
different stages of development, times of the year and of the flora and fauna 
spotted more recently. 
We are selling them at £10 so we can make a good profit towards the Hoppit 
funds. They are A4, opening out to A3 with the top half photos and the other half 
the calendar for each month. It will be spiral bound, to flip over and a hole to pin 
it up. It would make an attractive addition to your wall or as a Christmas gift.  
We are getting 100 printed and they are available from local shops including 
Deben Coffee House, Websters Newsagents or Abbotts, who have very kindly 
agreed to sell them for us. They are also available from my house at 8, Cross 
Green, on the corner of Priory Lane. Please help support this venture. Thank you.  
Steve Robbins (chair of the Steering Group) 
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Open Tuesday to Saturday, 11am -  4pm or online 24/7 
Find us at Cross Green, Debenham IP14 6RW 

Tel: 01728 861969 email: info@rubyandtheangel.co.uk 
www.rubyandtheangel.co.uk 
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The Jumble Express rolls in to St Mary’s Church 

 

Saturday September 23rd was the annual village jumble sale organised by 
Bridget Anderson, and what an amazing event it was. 

The mountains of donated jumble were even greater than last year and 
took the jumble team all Friday evening to get sorted on to the pews ready 
for the sale.  

Come Saturday morning some people were queuing for more than an hour 
to get in, many coming from quite long distances, as Debenham jumble 
sale has built up a fantastic reputation. By 10am the queue was round the 
church yard wall. Then after a charge into the church and lots of 
rummaging and stopping for a chat, bags and bags of unwanted things 
found new homes and many happy faces left the church feeling they had 
grabbed a real bargain. After all the rummaging people were ready for a 
lovely cup of tea and piece of cake in Dove Cottage or out in the sunshine 
in the church yard. 

The smaller mounds of goods left at the end then all found new homes. 
The books and DVDs  went off to Hollesley Bay, the men’s clothes and 
shoes went to Suffolk Refugee Support and children’s books DVDs and 
CD’s went to Families Together Suffolk, the children focussed charity shop 
in Eye. 

Other charities also benefitted from the left over jumble including, EACH 
and Hallswood animal sanctuary.  

What a wonderful truly Green event, properly encouraging the reuse of 
unwanted items and a lovely social occasion as well.  

And to top it all, the jumble, raffle and refreshments raised over £3,500 for 
the Alfie Carpenter memorial fund to support young creative artists.  

Thank you Bridget for the incredible organisation and your extraordinary 
leadership skills that created such a great team spirit for everyone 
involved. 

 

Kate Scott 
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WASH FARM BARN SWIMMING 
In easy reach of Eye, Debenham and Framlingham 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and enjoy luxury private swimming in our beautiful 
listed barn. Cost £18.00 per session for up to 8 people. 

For further details visit out website 
www.washfarmbarn.co.uk 
or contact us on 01379 678252 

Keep fit and have fun 
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www.drdanielpoultr.com 
 
 
I write this, just days after our Prime Minster made it clear that we cannot meet 
our climate commitments by penalising the disadvantaged or by imposing eye-
watering financial burdens on people living in rural counties like Suffolk. 
Let’s be clear, I believe that climate change is real. Evidence indicates that there 
is a man-made component to the warming of the planet. As Earth’s custodians, 
we have a duty to act, but we must do so in a pragmatic and proportionate way, 
bringing people with us as we take action. 
This country should be proud of current achievements. Britain is a world leader 
in the target of reaching Net Zero by 2050. UK carbon emissions are now at their 
lowest level per head of the population since 1859. We have reduced carbon 
emissions faster than any other large economy, especially since 2010 under our 
current Conservative Government.  
Britain has over-delivered and can now have a more proportionate, realistic 
approach that eases financial burdens on families, while doubling down on 
investment in new green industries of the future like Suffolk’s offshore wind 
farms for renewable energy production. 
Most families in Suffolk simply cannot afford to spend an extra £5,000 to 
transition to an electric car. The Government is therefore easing the transition 
to electric vehicles from 2030 to 2035, in line with countries similar to ours. 
After 2035 petrol and diesel cars will still be able to be bought and sold second-
hand. It will be for the consumer, not the Government to choose when to 
change to an electric vehicle. Delaying until 2035 also allows time for the 
charging-point infrastructure to grow and electric car battery ranges to increase 
in line with the needs of car users, particularly those living in Suffolk and other 
rural counties. 
The Government has also made sensible changes to rules around new boilers. 
Around one in four homes in much of the central Suffolk area are off grid and/or 
have oil powered central heating. Previous proposals to mandate the 
installation of heat pumps from 2026 for homes that required new boilers 
would have cost off-grid Suffolk households between £15,000 and £40,000. This 
was simply unaffordable for many off-grid households. 
Much more time will now be given to all households to make the change to heat 
pumps. 
Homes will no longer have to rip out existing boilers and heating systems and 
many households are now exempt from having to do so at all, due to reasons of 
practicality and/or affordability. However, should households wish to make the 
switch to heat pumps, the Boiler Upgrade Scheme grants will be increased to 
£7,500 per household, encouraging more homes to install heat pumps when 
they come to replace their existing boilers. 
From amidst our often-polarised debates around climate change, has emerged a 
pragmatic and realistic Government plan to both improve our energy security 
and to reduce our carbon emissions. If we want to bring people with us on this 
important energy journey, the future must be about consent, not imposition, 
honesty, not obfuscation, and pragmatism, not ideology. 
Let’s celebrate our successes and be proud to be a world leader in reaching net 
zero, but let’s also ensure future energy policies continue to be more mindful of 
reducing energy costs to rural households and to poorer homes. 

http://www.drdanielpoulter.com
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Nina Hemingway 
A.C.M.A. 

Chartered Management Accountant 
Informative, personal service  

on all matters of accounts 
(sole trader to Ltd. company) 

and taxation. 
 

Hill House, Kenton Road, 
Debenham, Suffolk  IP14 6NF 

 

Telephone: 01728 861471 
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Tuddenham Road  
Dental Surgery 

Mr I. Paraskevopoulos BchD Msc RAAD 
Mr WJ. Hendriks BChD (Stell) 
Mr Anis Jaleel BDS (Lond) LDS, RCS 
(Eng) 
Dr Gerrit van Niekerk BChD (Stell) 
We aim to provide excellent dental care for 
you and your family with a focus on 
prevention rather than cure. Our whole team 
is committed to making your journey as 
pleasurable and comfortable as possible. 
Now accepting new patients. 
NHS waiting list for children under 16. 
Tooth Whitening 
Veneers 
Crowns & Bridges 
Implants 
Adult Orthodontics (Braces) 
Dentures 
11A Tuddenham Rd 
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP4 2SH 
01473 252400 
tuddenhamroadpracticemanager@gmail.com 
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Worlingworth Cricket Club News 
At the end of the 2023 season for Worlingworth CC, we can look back on what has 
been a rain disrupted, but fun season. The Saturday side stayed in our division by 
a scarcely believable single point, with much chewing of nails and nervous pacing 

until we got the runs required! Overall, we had some strong showings in a very 
competitive division, stunning catches and brilliant innings not quite being 

enough to outweigh the close games that didn’t go our way, and a few others 
rained off. Here’s hoping we can build on this season’s efforts for the next. If 

you’re keen to get involved in some competitive cricket then get in touch, we’re 
always looking for new players. 

 
The Sunday side had a great season, with another 7 or 8 games organized on top 

of the league schedule to give everyone a full season to take part in. There’s been 
a few nailbiters, a few drubbings (not always us), and a whole load of laughs. 
We’ve had several new players join who’ve got stuck in brilliantly, and we’re 

always looking for new players regardless of ability, it’s all about just having a go. 
So, if Sunday cricket sounds up your street, get in touch! 

 
Our end of season ‘village Hundred’, a slightly less professional version of the one 
on TV, and awards evening, was a resounding success, bringing together players 

from across our two men’s and one lady’s team, to celebrate the season that was. 
Having signed off the season, the club has now been ‘put to bed’ for the winter, 

until March when it will be woken up again at our AGM on the 17th. 
 

If you’ve been inspired to give cricket a go, or return to it, head to our website, 
worlingworthcc.co.uk, fill out a contact form, and a club representative will get 

you involved! 
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John 20: 31 

 

“But these have been written in order that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through your faith in him you may have life.” 

 

I have a replica of The Gospel According to Saint John, that was given out by the 
Scripture Gift mission Naval and Military Bible Society, in World War One, 43 
million of them were given out. It reads on the front “Active Service” 1914-1918 
Please carry this in your Pocket and read it every Day. 

 

At the front of it, Lord Roberts (Field Marshal Frederick Sleigh Roberts was one of 
Britain’s most successful military commanders of the 19th century. He won 
important victories during the Second Afghan War and revitalised the British 
campaign in the Boer War.) wrote On The 25th July 1914. 

 

“I ask you to put your trust in God. He will watch over you and strengthen you. 
You will find in this little book guidance when you are in health, compassion when 
you are in sickness, and strength when you are in eternity.” 

 

Even though these words were written nearly some 110 years ago, they still are 
true for today. Whether it is as we remember those who have lost their lives in 
the first world war and all wars since then, or just in our daily struggles, that we 
can take comfort that God walks with us.    

 

Robert 
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URC Services  
 
Sunday 5th November   Rev. Richard Edwards   10:45 am 
      (last in a series “restoring the kingdom”) 
          
Sunday 12th November  Mr Alan Cutting   10:45 am 
        
Sunday 19th November  Rev. Lythan Nevard   10:45 am 
      Eastern Synod Moderator  
 
Sunday 26th November  Rev. Robert Sheard   10:45 am 
       
 

All services followed by refreshments and chat 
 

 

Coffee morning every Tuesday 10-11:30 
Please come along. 

Cake sale. Please note, there will be no cake sale this month, but never fear, we 
are back to normal in December. 

Thursday 2nd Nov. Friends & Neighbours 2:00pm with Sarah Hughes  

Our “come and see” gift day last month has raised over £7290 so far and more to 
come for our building project! 
It was great fun with interesting stalls with lots of people being able to change 
water into wine and “guess the white powder”, caused lots of fun, all above 
board! 
We are also very grateful to the Parish Council for a grant of £750 towards the 
damp problem so that when cured we can lay an attractive flooring. 
 
 

URC Points of Contact 
Minister  Rev Robert Sheard    01449 678173                            
Secretary  Mr Laurence Kelway     01728 860473 
Treasurer  Mr David Oldfield     01728 768775  
Social Secretary  Jean Rodwell    01728 861065 
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Hi everyone, 
What a Day! 

I just hope that you all managed to get through Storm Babet without being 
flooded, or stuck and unable to reach home, or suffering damage to your 
properties and gardens. The way our local community rallied round was as 
wonderful as always - tractors ferrying children from the school and families to 
safety; the Parish Council organising refuge at the Leisure Centre and Dove 
Cottage for 70+ families who had been flooded out or stuck in Debenham; The 
High School caring for 150+ pupils overnight who couldn't  get home: the Coop 
providing food; residents offering beds; volunteers with canoes to rescue those 
trapped by the water; the firemen; etc; etc; and so many others. If you need help, 
please don't hesitate to ask. 
I mentioned last month that we were hoping to set up a regular get-together for 
us all to remember the old-time songs, the wartime songs, the songs of the 50’s, 
60’s, and 70’s - and sing along as if “we were there” in the pub, the village hall, the 
disco, and the gig. I can tell you that it is well on the way to becoming reality. 
Karen has been beavering away sorting out the “play list” of (at the last report) 92 
songs for us to choose from – We have already printed enough folders with the 
words just in case we can’t bring them to mind (which I seriously doubt!) - We 
have a lovely team of volunteers who will keep you served with morning tea, 
coffee, biscuits, and the occasional cake on special days – Coopersfield has very 
kindly offered their lounge as a venue – And it will be called “Songs for Sharing”. 
It will initially begin on Thursday 23rd November, and on every 1st and 3rd Thursday 
after that. As you can imagine, the membership of the group will have to be 
limited, so, if you would like to join, please contact me as soon as possible.  
Meanwhile, if you have a relative or friend, who might be struggling to cope with 
caring for a loved one with symptoms of dementia, please let them know about 
The Debenham Project. And, finally, a big, big thank you to all our volunteers, and 
donors without whom there would be no Project. 
 
 With all my thanks and best wishes,           Lynden Jackson  

www.the-debenham-project.org.uk ; 01728 862003 

http://www.the-debenham-project.org.uk
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A brand new dog grooming 
parlour has now opened called 

‘Handsome Hounds’ 

We are situated next to St 
Nicholas Church in Bedfield. 
We offer a complete grooming 
service for all dog breeds of all 
sizes and are open Monday to 
Friday from 8am to 5pm. 

 
Please call Kay on 07765 443997 
for more details 
Email suffolkhandsomehounds@
gmail.com or just pop in to see 
us to collect a price list  

 Expert Foot Health Care 
 
If you suffer from or need 
treatment for any of the 
following conditions, we’re here 
to help: 
Nail cutting, Hard skin, Corns, 
Thick nails, Athlete’s foot, 
Diabetic care and much more. 
 
Friendly professional service in 
the comfort of your own home. 
 
Contact Keith:  
07421 743191 
(Dip FH, MCFHP, MAFHP) 
 
 
 

mailto:suffolkhandsomehounds@gmail.com
mailto:suffolkhandsomehounds@gmail.com
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DEBENHAM PARISH COUNCIL- October 2023     
 
 
Membership: The resignation of Cllr A Grant-Adamson 
was noted.  
Play and Youth Provision: Following a brief update on 
potential sources of funding, applications already submitted, and impending 
price increases, the Parish Council agreed to progress Phase 1 of the Recreation 
Ground project, which would see the delivery of some pieces of play equipment 
within the next few weeks.   
Funding: The Parish Council agreed to support the Debenham Leisure Centre’s 
fireworks event to the tune of £500.  
Audit: The External Auditor’s Report had been received, and there had been no 
matters to report. The Clerk was congratulated on such an exemplary report. 
Debenham War Memorial: The Parish Council approved the expenditure for its 
cleaning and renovation. Attendance at the upcoming Remembrance Day and 
expenditure for the Parish Council Wreath were also noted. 
Temporary Eye Traffic Order consultation: Members of the public spoke about 
their concerns with how the temporary order was affecting Debenham in terms 
of traffic movements, traffic flow, size of HGVs, damage to properties, structures 
and infrastructure, and health and safety risks. The Parish Council would be 
submitting a firm response to the ongoing consultation, which would include 
the various concerns raised. 
Christmas Preparations: The village Christmas trees will be erected and 
decorated on the morning of November 25th. It would be most appreciated if 
some parishioners could please come along to help decorate them. 
Refreshments will be provided at Dove Cottage. 
 
Our next meeting will take place on November 20th, 2023, at 7:30 p.m., at Dove 
Cottage.  
 
Mrs Dina Bedwell, Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
 
Tel. no: 01473 787861 / Mobile: 07423 184529 (please leave a voicemail if unavailable)  
Email:  Parish.Clerk@debenhamparishcouncil.org  
Office hours: Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays, 9.30 am to 3.30 pm. 
 
Please note the Parish Clerk will be on annual leave from Friday, November 3rd to Friday, 
November 10th 2023. If any parishioner needs an urgent response during that period 
please contact one of the Parish Councillors directly. Contact details are available on our 
website: http://debenham.onesuffolk.net/parish-council-2/about-us-2/ 
  

mailto:Parish.Clerk@debenhamparishcouncil.org
http://debenham.onesuffolk.net/parish-council-2/about-us-2/
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District Councillor Report:  Debenham Ward – October 2023 
Serving Ashfield-cum-Thorpe, Aspall, Bedingfield, Debenham, Kenton & 
Winston Cllr Teresa Davis teresa.davis@midsuffolk.gov.uk 
Out & About 
I wanted to introduce you to Debenham Green Team. They are a non-policitial 
community group who formed to see if they can help in making Debenham more 
environmentally friendly. Starting with litter picking and recycling, once a month 
they stand outside the Red Lion to take in difficult to recycle items. The team also 
arrange for guest speakers on a number of different environment issues. Currently 
water testing in the River Deben has begun and a group of volunteers are going to 
be regularly collecting samples to be tested – more volunteers are welcome. If 
anyone wants to get more involved or is just interested in taking part in one off 
events then I would recommend sending them an email or stopping to chat with 
them on the first Saturday of the month outside the Red Lion in Debenham. 
Debenhamgreenteam@gmail.com  
 
Linking up our Ward and getting people walking & cycling 
Ashfield-Cum-Thorpe has made the first moves to helping their residents connect, 
by producing a map of where existing footpaths and bridleways could be 
improved and interlinked, to link up with Debenham. This has been passed to our 
sustainable transport officer to be placed on our Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan or LCWIP. If any other parish would like to put forward similar 
paths or maybe put forward safer routes to our high School or Primary School I 
would love to hear from you.  
 
Debenham Businesses 
We have a variety of talent and business in our Debenham ward, from agricultural 
and food to financial and crafts. I would like to hear from any businesses in the 
ward who are looking for support, ideas or just to meet other like minded people. 
A variety of information is available from Mid Suffolk such as grants, innovation 
and carbon reduction.  
Businesses in Mid Suffolk can now also benefit from a new round of funding, 
Grants are available between £5,000 - £10,000 per application and will fund a 
maximum of 50% of the total project costs up to the maximum value of 
£10,000.  Eligible projects include net-zero developments, agriculture and farm 
diversification and innovation, along with visitor economy business expansion. 
Just search Grants and Loans » Babergh Mid Suffolk 
Cabinet News 
 
EV Charging Points & Buses 
Two items I will be introducing to Cabinet on 3rd October will be Electric Charging 
points infrastructure and Buses.  
If you have used a charging point you might have come across some of the 
teething problems this new technology brings and we are aiming to prevent this 
as more charge points are provided. 
I am sure many have been wondering about Buses and I am pleased to say we are 
in a position to move forward on this project working with Suffolk County Council 
(who is in charge of bus transport) as well as existing transport providers to 
improve the current provision of buses we have, so please watch this space for 
more news.  
Locality Award 
My locality award is open and still has funds.  Any group or organisation can apply 
for amounts of £250 or more.  Please contact me for an application form.  

mailto:teresa.davis@midsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:Debenhamgreenteam@gmail.com?subject=Message%20via%20Debenham%20Village%20website
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/business/economic-development/grants-and-loans/
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Benefice Church Services  

November 2023 

 

Thursday 2nd November  7.00pm Debenham All Souls 

5th November    8.00am Aspall  Holy Communion 

     9.30am Debenham  f@c 

12th November Remembrance 8.00am Kenton Holy Communion 

     9.30am Framsden  Morning Prayer 

       Pettaugh Morning Prayer 

     10.45am  Debenham Civic Service  

     10.55am Helmingham Morning Prayer 

       Winston Morning Prayer 

19th November    8.00am Aspall  Holy Communion 

     9.30am Debenham  Holy Communion 

       Winston  Morning Prayer 

     11.00am Framsden  Holy Communion 

       Kenton Morning Prayer 

26th November   9.30am Debenham  Holy Communion 

     11.00am Winston Holy Communion 

       Pettaugh Morning Prayer 
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Ministry Team 
 

Rector    Revd Susan Taylor  revsusantaylor@icloud.com         01728 860222 

 

Readers Veda Berriman  r.berriman111@btinternet.com        01728 861363 

                Mark Trevitt       mail@wheelertrevitt.co.uk                01473 890568
  

Churchwardens 

Debenham     Sheila Blackwell sheila.blackwell@icloud.com       01728 861815 
                        Betty Connors  bettyconnors@outlook.com          01728 860513 
Helmingham  Mark Trevitt  mail@wheelertrevitt.co.uk                01473 890568 
Aspall              Andrew Ward                                                              01728 860343                     
Framsden       Christine Schofield christine@cpwpost.com          01728 684076 
Kenton            Vic Woodgate vicwoodgate@winterbrook.co.uk  01728 861118 
Pettaugh         Sheila Janson   s.janson@btinternet.com               01473 890883 
Winston          Brian Branch  cmcbranch@btinternet.com            01728 861004 

mailto:revsusanbates@icloud.com
mailto:r.berriman111@btinternet.com
mailto:sheila.blackwell@icloud.com
mailto:bettyconnors@outlook.com
mailto:christine@cpwpost.com
mailto:vicwoodgate@winterbrook.co.uk
mailto:s.janson@btinternet.com
mailto:cmcbranch@btinternet.com
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 November Reflection by Rev Susan Taylor 
 
The Anglican church likes to observe times and seasons. 
Not all Christian traditions do this but I have learnt to 
deeply appreciate this way of living my faith. That Jesus 
died once for all and on a particular date in human history is held as a unique and 
unrepeatable event. Christians believe this event, like Jesus’ incarnation and his 
resurrection, which are also events in the stream of history, transcends history: it 
is one day and every day. Every day is both Good Friday and Easter Day; Christmas 
and the Ascension, because Christ’s birth and death and resurrection are present 
to us every day. It’s hard to comprehend so much eternal reality in a single day! 

So, it’s not surprising that from almost the very beginning, the first Christians 
celebrated the mystery of Easter on a particular day, and had a weekly 
remembrance of Jesus’ resurrection. Over time an annual cycle of 
commemoration was laid over the rhythm of the year and this provided the 
people of the church with a way of meditating deeply on the successive events of 
Jesus’ life, from his conception and birth through his death and resurrection and 
ascension. And as the years have passed other kinds of Christian commemoration 
have been added to the Christian year. 

This all helps focus our thoughts in ways which might otherwise be swept away in 
the rush of the passing days. The seasons of the church, like the seasons of the 
year, give us different colours, traditions and texts; offering a different focus for 
our thoughts and prayers.  This rhythm provides a sense of structure for the 
church’s collective memory – and, at time, for that of the wider community. It is a 
way of blessing our human experience of time in celebration and thanks of God’s 
work in creation and in our lives – a work which is both unrepeatably in time and 
incomprehensibly beyond time. This act of Christian remembering has proved, 
over time, to have an extraordinary depth. Through the structuring of our 
Christian memory, the past is able to come into our present, in a process of 
remembering.  

In this way the rhythm of the church’s times and season also affects those who 
take part in them. This collective creative remembering is very powerful. In 
November we focus our church season, our thoughts and our prayers, into a 
specific remembering; remembering and honouring those who have died. 

Join us on 2nd November at 7pm for All Souls’ service to remember our loved ones; 
5th November 9.30am family@church remembering our promises to each other 
and our faithfulness to those we no longer see; 12th November at various 
Remembrance Sunday services across the Benefice, remembering those who gave 
their lives in conflicts around the world. 
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DEBENHAM PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
Please consider giving to your local church on a regular basis. 

One interesting way of being able to give to the church, either on a regular or 
one off basis, is to use the Parish Giving Scheme which is available on-line 
and is very easy to use. 

The system is very secure and enables you to set up a regular (monthly / 
quarterly / annual) donation to Debenham church and is covered by the direct 
debit guarantee. If you are a UK tax-payer, then Gift Aid can be set up to 
automatically be added to your donation. 

The website is found at: www.parishgiving.org.uk (or use below QR code) 

Once you have found the web page, simply follow the below steps to donate: 

Find Your Parish 

Enter postcode   

Enter Parish   

Search 

Donate 

Give Now 

If this is your first visit to the site, you will need to register (a simple process) 
first. 

The ‘Parish Code’ that is required is: 330633441 

Once registered, you can log in and complete the donation form on-line. You 
will get an email to confirm the details you have set up to make a regular 
donation. 

Please consider this simple way of giving to St. Mary’s, Debenham and 
ensuring that it can continue delivering the support and wellbeing to our 
wonderful community. Thank you. 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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